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Bill Jacobson,

“Songs of Sentient Beings"
Julie Saul, through Mar 23

[see Photographyl.

15l Jacedazon iz thecreator of somenl e
sl aumting: and resomant ineges i
currenl |:Iml::gt.-||1h_-u. Fles 19502 el ex-
Bibitiom, “Interim Poricaits” featured
sl foens fggures thiat were recegmizadly
ggiicer. These seenmmgly tireatened Dod-
s worllappearand disapper into amd
oul of diaphanous white or inky biack
groumds: Amd ke Uhe man cruising you
froan across o steaun moom, They Tooked
ereat i e fog AL e when (he lives
of gay men feel egpecially procarious,

(e dpngagness wiere podgmant featimoninls
Lo e melelingg ol ezl dlesinee,

In this new series, with its Whit-
nencsgue ke, Jacolison's work s more
complicated and difficult to apgrehend,
1e's mcreased hisscale, mcluded women
{thageh many are androgynos), locusesd
on iselated areasof the body ad Timited
the mumber of imnges—elleclively sng-
gesting o single installation piece. While
survival aned desire are still domisn
themwes, the frggmentatson ol sexwlaul
peychmloggical idendity are mow ks part
of the narrative. Jacolzson vses hissigne-
fure manipulations of focus fo distort s
sulsjects inanalmost painterly mode. The
attemsded Ggares, wilh Tinebe ke s
or wisps of smkee, recall Both Tngres's
elatliseguaes and the alicns from Clse Fi
convitters of e Thivd Kimd, While the
ezming here s rather sl (e
v of U weord seefiennd in (haeexchilalion
lithe is A clue. These Beies e ikl
aveerre ol what Uhey e gaing (lirouge,
andd fike canaries ina mine shafl, e
Traggilily serves asa reninder of o
moetality, Althacgeh §am reluetmd bl
Eaera spiritval cliche o thas work, T
a pronwize of trmscendenee, Fieolsons
lenns probes Devond the Oesh into sane
v sl nwersillessect of hescll,

1 chor i b specifically gqueer con-
tent of (e eorlier work, aod D womder il
these fmmgees secn e nwore g D
tilul now that they e Jess Gocuged on gy
corcerns. Bul Jaenbson Jas thken o
chamwee with 1his show, smd when an
artisd of hiscaliber shifls sirleges, i s
exciting lowalel,—l A




